- el paso, texas

WHY YOU
SHOULDN' T
PASS UP EL PASO

Ancther showesss of El Paso's art-cerrered attitude was the
saving of the Plaza Theame, which was built in 1830, and heusad
the last remaining Wutlitzer Balshan [T ergan. A publicforivane
parmership saved the theare from becoming a parking let, It
recpened in 2008 and is home to visiting Broadway shews and
other concerts. When we were there we sow Widied and the
whole experience was exquisite. We dined under atent on the
square, went inte the theatte and during intermission, went baclk
on the square for drinks,

Alzo dewmitown is the Southwest University Fark where the
teizty Chilhuahuas play. The perk iz made for family fun, with 2
play area and a water area so that kids (and aduls can cocl off
during the seventh inning sretch. From the ballpedl, wou can
walle to several nesrby mussums, with our faverite being the El
Pase Mussum of Art, thar hovses mere than 7,000 works of art,
including a number of Mexican pisces. Another must-see is the
El Paso Holocaust ussum and Stady Center, ore of 13 free-
standing Holoeaust museumsa in the country and the enly fully
bilingual ene.

Bethaps the mest unique atraction is the Bl Pase Museum of
Histery's Digie, which stands for Digital Information Gatewsay in
ElPaso. It's better known as the Digital Wall. It's mind-blowing,
This is a digital histery of El Faso and its people, created by
the pecple. Feople are free to upleard famiy photos e the wall,
which sre added to the city's history. Then you can search the
collection of images and videcs by adding afew key werds auch
as names, locarions of dares. Just like on a computer, you can
narrew your search and find a pietare of the 1955 Carhedral
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High School Band, what your hasbend's great grandmether lecked
like e the earliest sstlers. It was stnazing just warching people
search for people and paces and den delighrin deirfindings

WINEAND ATEAK

Two of our favorite jaunts were outside the city. To the west
is Zin Valle Wineyards, the area's only vineyard snd winery.
We enjoyed 2 complementary wire tasting and relaxed on
the patie that everlocks the vineyards and the Franklin
Meuntains. W especially loved the Rising Star pinet nedr, red
rinfandel, snd the sperkling wine, snd when we say we loved
them, we loved them ae much that we ordered them and had
therm sent back home. Mot all of the grapes used are grown at
the vineyerd, many are sourced elsewhere, including from Ted
Tumer's nesrhy Mew Mexico vinsyard,

Car ether faverite venture was sbout 35 minutes from
dewntown inte the desert, to the Cartlarmen's Steakhouss at
Indian Cliffs Banch. The Camlerman lecks like a movie s,
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and infact, it has been ore! Several Weatems, including The
Border, Corvovige Under Fire and Glory Bodd, were shot on the
oreunds There is an surkentic western town — and a working
ranch — with denkey rides, a children's zoe and snalke pit, <1d
wagen shep and stables with herses, buffale, cartle snd long
herns. But the main attraction is the Cartleman's Steakhouss,
cescribed by Mens Heabh s the "manlieat stealhonze in
Ametics," where everything i= Texss style, meaning bipg, The
Cowboy T-bone weighs in ar twe pounds and the lebster rail is
about 12 cunces!

Like the scrappy Chihuahua, El Pase realized that it was
net a top-of mind Texas city to visiters and hadn't fully
capitalized on its histery, aditiens and landmarks like its
Texan brethren to the esst. While Bl Faso may not have a
River Walk, ner the Alame, it does have plenty of authentic
experiensces te delight visiters whe want a visit to the Old
st with maybe 2 little less flash and commercialism. Get
there before the secret's cur! fg
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“THOSE WERE HARD

TIMES, BUT I LOVED LIVING
THERE. | WOULD WALK ON
THE TRACKS, HOPPING,
SKIPPING. | ENJOYED THE
NEIGHBORHOQOOD, | ENJOYED
EL PASQ. I REMEMBER BEING
CHASED BY TUMBLEWEEDS
ON WINDY DAYS; THEY CAME
UPTOMY NECK.

- Debbie Reynolds




